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OBSERVATIONS. 


T HE Public are much obliged to Mr. 

Tierney, for his propoſition to defer 
the reports of the reſolutions moved by Mr. 
Dundas, until after the receſs, becauſe it 


gives us an opportunity of candidly èxamin- 
ing the aflertions on both ſides the Houſe. 


This is the fourth year that Mr: Dundas 
has laid before the Houſe of Commons a ge- 
neral view of the finances and government of 
India; and although the preſent account is 
confeſſedly more Parte than that of any 
former year, the ſtock has fallen, and is now 
conſiderably below all other | ages ſe⸗ 
curities. 
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My object is not ſo mueh to inquire into 
the cauſe of this depreſſion of the Company's 
ſtock, as to examine ſuch repreſentations of 
both ſides of the Houſe, as in my FO 
are contrary to truth. 

In Bengal, it appears, that there was a 
ſurplus of two millions, five hundred, and 
thirty-ſix thouſand pounds, after the payment 
of all the expences of the laſt year; and that 
by the eſtimate trauſmitted by Lord Corn- 
wallis, a ſurplus exceeding the laſt by ten 
thouſand pounds, may be expected i in the 
9 year. 


Of che propriety K policy of continu- 
ing this {ſurplus at ſo great a heig ght, Mr. 


Dundas FR ſome doubts. 


With reſpe & to 1 revenue * ing in 
Bengal e land, it ſeems to be allowed, 
by Mr. Dundas, that there is no reaſon to be- 
lieve it will at any time decreaſe: on the 
contrary, ſome of the beſt informed men, 
who have been 3 in India, are of opinion, that 

by - It 


(3) 
it will admit of a conſiderable increaſe ow 
out oppreſſion, 


But there is another great article of reve- 
nue, the ſalt, which in the laſt year produced 
a profit of above eight hundred thouſand 
pounds, and is eſtimated to produce as much 


in the preſent. This is generally ſuppoſed 


to be a very ſerious oppreſſion, and therefore 
I ſhall conſider it a little at large. 


Mr. Francis was a Member of the Supreme 


Council when the plan was formed by Mr. 
Haſtings, in 1780, for managing this great 
branch of the public revenue. He oppoſed it, 
and ſo did Mr. Barwell, and Mr. Wheler ; but 
not from an idea that it would be an oppreſ- 
fion ; they concerved, that it would endanger 


the feanty revenue, which the Company at that 


time drew from ſalt. At length they agreed, to 
a partial adoption of the plan, on the ſeparate 
reſponſibility of Mr. Haſtings. 


nimouſly conſented to an extenſion of it; and 
then the ſyſtem was formed, which has con- 
linued ever ſnce. The utmoſt that Mr. Haſ- 

B 2 tings 


It ſucceeded 
fo well, that in a few months the Board ana- 
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(4) 
tings propoſed to raiſe: from the people for 
this article, was half a million ſterling a-year ; 
and he gave it, as his decided opinion, that 
ſuch a ſum might be raiſed without oppreſſion, 
or injuſtice, It has, however, increaſed, 
until the net profit in the laſt, and the preſent 


year, is aboye eight hundred thouſand pounds, 


That the d population af Ben gal 


and Bahar can bear no proportion to ſuch an 


increaſed conſumption, in ſo ſhort a time, is 
clear. Indeed, all reafoning upon it is out of 


the queſtion : for the Company laſt year fold 


their ſalt in Calcutta thirty per cent. higher 


than they did when Mr. Haſtings, and Sir John 


Macpherſon were in the government; and, 
therefore, be the population-more or leſs, it 
mult come to the poor at a very heavy, and an 
oppreſſive price. But with a conſiderable re- 
duction in the price, it will afford a noble re- 
venue; and that revenue muſt neceſſarily 
increaſe, with an increaſed population. 


Mr. James Grant, who held a very im- 
portant office under the government of Sir 
John Macpherſon, proved, to the ſatisfaction 


of 


4:33 
of the Eaſt-India Company from authentic 


documents, that che conſumption of ſalt in 


Bengal in the year 1780 was conſiderably 
more than one third beyond the conſump- 
tion in 1765. He adds, a lapſe of fifteen 
years under the lenity of the Engliſh Go- 
** yernment, had certainly operated a very 
** material change in the ſtate of things; 
% oreater ſecurity and freedom in agricul- 
* ture, manufactures, and commerce, in- 
s creaſed conſiderably the population of the 
„country, with the wealth and proſperity 
* of its inhabitants: an additional conſump- 
e tion of all the neceſſaries of life was a na- 
*« tural conſequence, and fully evinced the 


46 improves condition of the Britiſh Pro. 


« vinces.“ 


Mr. Grant then carries his view down from 
the year 1780 to 1787, and adds, that the 
farther increaſe in the conſumption of ſalt in 
the latter period indicates, with moral, in- 


“ fallible certainty, a prodigious increaſe of 


46 population, and all its concomitant advan- 
« tages, in a period of little more than twen- 
UN ty years.“ 
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660 
Such is the reprefentation of Mr. Grant, 
a gentleman who is now in England, and 


who means, as I am informed, to publiſh to 
the world, his remarks upon the revenues of 


Mr. Dundas thinks that one hundred and 
fifty, or two hundred thouſand pounds may 
be ſubtracted from the ſalt revenue, but that 
the ſurplus will ſtill be the ſame, becauſe he 
can reduce eſtabliſhments at Madras and Bom- 
bay to that amount. If patronage to miniſ- 
ters at the expence of the Eaſt-India Com- 
pany be given up, I am confident that a re- 
duction to the amount at leaſt of half a mil- 


| Hon a year may take * at thoſe ſettle- 


ments. 


Of the land revenues of Bengal and Be- 


nares, which are the great and material arti- 


cles, Mr. Francis did not ſeem to doubt, and 
he expreſſed his ſatisfaction that they were 
likely to be permanently fixed. In point of 
fact, they have varied very little for many 
years, and for the laſt ten years have been 
remarkably equal. 


| Mr. 


& i 3 

Mr. Francis finding that the price of ſalt 
varied in this laſt -year from three hundred 
to ſeven hundred rupees the hundred maund, 
ſuppoſed the latter to be the ſelling price; and 
making his calculations upon that ground, 
and ſuppoſing every native in Bengal to con- 
ſume one ounce a day, which is double what 
he eats, and ſuppoſing a family of five per- 
ſons to live upon the labour of one man, 
which is never the caſe, very fairly con- 
cluded, that this muſt be a moſt grievous 
oppreſſion, and that the natives muſt have 
recourſe to ſome deſtructive ſubſtitute for 
ſalt: but he knows: that the evil was imme- 
diately corrected; and he muſt know, that 
ſalt ſold in Calcutta at three hundred ru- 
pees the hundred maunds, will afford a very 
great revenue to the Company, and that the 
natives can then e it 7 uy terms. 


The inflance he broughs; 125 Lied Clive 1 
monopoly, will not bear him out in the leaſt. 


If his Lordſhip had made the Eaſt- India 


Company the principals, Mr. Bolts would 


have written againſt him in vain; but the 


fact was chit—an opinion prevailed in Eng- 


; land, 
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(8) 
ind, that the war with Coſſim Ally Cann 
had in a great meaſure been occaſioned by 
che private trade of the Company's ſervants: 


Lord Clive was particularly inſtructed to re- 
gulate the trade in ſalt, beetle nut, and to- 
bacco, in conjunction with the Nabob. His 


Lordſhip procured the ſovereignty of Bengal 
for the Company, in fact, though not in 


name. He then determined to take the 


ao hole trade in ſalt into the hands gf the Com- 
pany's ſervants, to be managed by a com- 


mittee for their benefit, reſerving a duty to 
the Company ; and he particularly provided, 


that ſalt ſhould not be ſold in Calcutta be- 


yond a given price, two hundred rupees the 
hundred maunds. Mr. Bolts wrote a very 
falſe and inflammatory account of this buſi- 
neſs. The nation revolted at the idea of 


monopolizing ſo material a neceſſary of life, 


for the benefit of individuals, and the ſociety 


was aboliſhed : but the nd upon which ſalt 
is manufactured is as much the property of 


the Company as the land that produces rice; 
they have as much right to raiſe a revenue 


from the one as from the other, and Mr. 
Francis ully approved of the plan by which 
| the 


3 

the preſent revenue is raiſed. It is the duty 
of Government to take care that the price is 
kept within proper bounds ; and that done, 
it is, in fact, the only article from which any 
material revenue can be raiſed in Bengal, the 
land excepted ; and it has this advantage, 
that it muſt increaſe with an eas fopula- 
lion. 


I ſhall now ollow Mr. Dundas wid Mr. 


Francis to another ſubject. 


The 6 5 expatiated very fully upon the 


improved and improving ſtate of Bengal, and 
took, a little unreaſonably I confeſs, credit 
to government and to Lord Cornwallis for it. 
I am not diſpoſed to withhold, either from 


the one or the other, what is juſtly their 


due. 


Mr. Dundas has the merit of agreeing with 
the Directors, in fixing their civil eſtabliſh- 
ments in Bengal upon an ceconomical footing ; 


and Lord Cornwallis has the merit of obeying 


their orders. Though Sir John Macpherſon 
had the heavieſt part of the taſk to go through. 


8. : But 
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"4. 73 
But as to the revenues, they are conducted in 
the ſame manner, and they continue at the ſame 


amount as they did, when Lord Cornwallis 


arrived there, and for many years before, the 
falt revenue excepted, which it is generally 
agreed produces 200,000l, a-year more than 
it ought to do. | 


Mr. Francis laid very particular ſtreſs, and 
I really think, in ſome places, with a good 


deal of reaſon, upon a letter from Lord Corn- 


wallis, dated the 2d of Auguſt laſt. The 


letter has been much the ſubject of conver- 


ſation in all companies; nor do I know how 


to reconcile it to other letters, which Lord 
Cornwallis has ſent in the ſame year; even 


taking it as Mr. Dundas deſires us, with its 
context. 


The firſt thing to conſider, is the ſubject 
upon which this letter was written. 


The Directors ſent orders to Lord Corn- 
wallis in the year 1786, to let the lands in 
Bengal for ten years, as preparatory to a per- 
manent unalierable ſettlement, This plan was 

| A fs found, 
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found, upon cloſer inſpection, to be attended 


with ſo many difficulties, that it required 
three years to collect materials; nor is the 
plan, as far as we know, at this moment 


adopted. 


Lord Cornwallis refers to papers in order to 
ſhew the principles on which the plan is 


founded, and therefore he thinks it unneceſ- 


ſary to ſtate them in his letter. 


But the papers to which his Lordſhip re- 


fers, are certainly very defective. In the very 
firſt outline of the plan, as far as I can trace 
it, there is a difficulty which I ſhould have 


thought could not eaſily have been got over. 
Government, upon the preſent ſyſtem, de- 
mands from a Zemindar a revenue of ten thou- 


ſand rupees, as the full rent he is to pay. The 


Zemindar declines to pay ſo much. The 
land is then let to a farmer, and the Zemin- 


dar has his moſhaira for his ſubſiſtence. This 
happens every day. The next year the Ze- 
mindar may agree to the terms of govern- 
ment, and he then enjoys his right; but in 
the event of a permanent ſettlement, if the 
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( 23 ) 
Zemindar refuſes to comply with the terms 
of government, he is diſpoſſeſſed, and can ne- 
ver be ręſftored. This is but one of a thouſand 
difficulties which will occur; though I am 
well aware that at firſt view nothing appears 


ſo eaſy as to fix a permanent ſettlement; 


and it has been a favourite idea with Mr. 
Haſtings and Mr. Francis, and with their 
reſpective ſupporters, to let the lands upon 


leaſes for lives.“ But 


* Suppoſing the revenues in Bengal that ariſe from 
Jand, to be in the nature of a land tax in England; it 
is certainly eaſy to ſay, that the land tax ſhall be fixed 
and unalterable; but a Zemindar, who is the higheſt 
order of landholders in India, cannot be compared to a 
freeholder in Great Britain. The following is the moſt _ 
accurate deſcription of a Zemindar I have ever met 
with; the writer of it is one of the ableſt amongſt the 
Company's ſervants in Bengal. I am ſure no one can 


read it without being convinced, that we cannot 


argue from any thing we know in England, of the 


| tenure of landed property in India, 


« For my own part, from all the proofs I have hither- 
cc toſeen adduced, reſpecting the rights of Zemindars, 
I do not agree with Mr. Law in thinking them pro- 
& prietors of the ſoil, and the Ryott but a vaſſal or te- 
« nant; if he uſes the terms proprietor and tenant in 
* their common acceptation ; as I do not conceive 

6 the 


© > 1 
But I entirely agree with Mr. Francis, that 


the expectations of increaſe of revenue which 
are held out from this plan, are in the higheſt 
degree fallacious; that is to ſay, whatever 
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future 


the Zemindar was at liberty to let out his lands to 
the greateſt advantage for himſelf, as ſeems eſſen- 
tial to the general idea of land property; or that he 
can diſpoſſeſs the Ryott after long occupancy; 
which implies a privilege not poſſeſſed, I believe, 
by the perſons uſually denominated by the term 
tenants, 


&« The Zemindar appears to me to be a landholder 


of a peculiar deſcription, not defineable by any ſin- | 


gle term in our language. A collector of the re- 
venues of the ſtate from the cultivator, allowed to 


ſucceed to the land, .compoſing his' Zemindary by 


inheritance; yet, in general, required to take out a 
renewal of his title from the ſovereign or his repre- 
ſentative; permitted to transfer his Zemindary by 
ſale or gift; yet commonly obliged to obtain pre- 


vious ſpecial permiſſion, Privileged to be generally 


the annual contractor of the public revenue, re- 


ceivable from his Zemindary; yet ſet aſide with a 
proviſion for his maintenance, whenever it was the 


pleaſure of government to collect the revenue by 
ſeparate agency; authorized in Bengal ſince the 


early part of the preſent century, to apportion inthe 


Pur. 
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(14) 
future increaſe may reſult from increaſed 
population, would take place, W the plan 
were ! or not. | 


Lord 


& Purgunnahs, villages, and leſſer diviſions of lands 
& within his Zemindary, the abwab, or aſſeſſment, im- 
te poſed by the Soubadar, uſually in ſome proportion 
© to the ſtandard of the Jumma of the Zemindary, 
& eftabliſhed by Turunmull and others ; yet ſubject 
4c to the diſcretional interference of government, 
cc either to equalize the amount aſſeffed on par- 
ec ticular diviſions, or to aboliſh what appeared op- 
cc preſſive to the Ryott; entitled to any contingent 
« emolument proceeding from his contract, during 


cc the period of his agreement; yet bound by the 


cc terms of his tenures; to deliver in a faithful ac- 


« count of his receipts, reſponſible by the fame terms 


© for keeping the peace within his juriſdiction, and 


cc puniſh the refractory; yet apparently allowed to 


cc apprehend only, and deliver over to a Muſſulman 
e magiſtrate for trial and puniſhment, _ 


“ This is, in abſtract, my preſent idea of a Zemin- 
& dar, under the Mogul conſtitution and practice; 
ce and I have not formed my opinion haſtily, I have 
& read with attention Mr. Shore's able minute on the 


e ſubject, Mr. Grant's elaborate and praife-worthy 


& analyſis, and the publiſhed opinions of Meflrs, 
« Haſtings and Francis, deſervedly held in conſider- 
„ able 


C 16.) 

Lord Cornwallis ſays, that the cettainty 
which each individual will zow feel, of being 
allowed to enjoy the fruits of his own labours, 
muſt operate uniformly as incitements to ex- 
ertion and induſtry. 

In 


0 


* 


able eſtimation, not omitting the reports of the 
« Committee of revenue in March 1786. It would, 
«© as] have already ſaid, fill a volume to explain my 
reaſons for aſſenting to, or diſſenting from, the op- 
poſite ſentiments contained in theſe papers reſpec- 
tively ; although, therefore, a conſciouſneſs'of my 
« inferiority would incline me to ſtate the grounds 


of my own opinions, I am compelled at preſant: 
decline it.“ 


o 


nn 


cc 


cc 
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Mr. Law, in a letter to the board of revenue, dated 
the gth of January, 1788, ſays, © I have in vain en- 
« deavoured to find the Hindoo Synoname for the 
« Perſian name Zemindar, and conſequently failed in 
& obtaining a diſtinct account of his tenure, and rights; 
c indeedundera feudal ſyſtem, which has prevailed from 
ec time immemorial, the idea of a quit or mocurery 
cc tenure cannot have been entertained; for the European 
« maxim of keeping a diſtinct military force, and of 
« raiſing ſupplies by funding, is totally unknown, In- 
« dependence and ſecurity from arbitrary power was 
never claimed; to aſſert it even, was tantamount ta 
© rebellion. 


(e 
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Is it admitted that property is now inſe- 

Cure, or that it has been ſo during the Britiſh 
government in Bengal ? 


Mr. Francis ſuppoſes that Mr, Shore, and 
not Lord Cornwallis, wrote this letter. I 
make no ſuch ſuppoſition ; but undoubtedly 
the principal part of Lord Cornwallis's know- 
ledge of the revenues, he derives from Mr. 
Shore ; and it is a ſingular circumſtance, that 
from the ſame ſource Mr. Francis derived his 
information alſo. The latter ſent home a plan 
in 1776, which it is well known was drawn 
up by Mr. Shore and Mr. Ducarell. It con- 


tains much uſeful information. But the main 


ſcopc of Mr. Francis was to perſuade the Com- 
pany, that the lands in Bengal awere let tos 
high, and that there ought to be a deduction 
of ten per cent. on all the rents. Without 
ſuch a deduction, Mr. Francis foretold the 


* The Marajahs, under the Hindoo government, 


© taxed his vaſſals as his neceſſities or partialities die- 


© tated, The Muſſelman government obſerved the 


«c ſame principles ; and when refractory Zemindars 


4 refuſed to pay the tribute, the Emperor gave the 
« eftate to a favourite officer, who was to repay him- 
6 ſelf the expence of ſubduing it from the produce.“ 


BS 


CH 3 


very ſpeedy ruin of Bengal; but he well 
knows, that from 1776, to this time, the 
revenues have continued the fame ;' or if there 


has been a difference, they are rather higher, 
and with this addition, that in fo far as the 
price of falt is higher now, than it was in 
1776, ſ much more revenue bas * drawn 


from the Poor. 


Mr. Shore, che ſuppoſed ator ths wo 


letters, affirmed in the year 1781, „that 


the natives were happier, and their proper- 
ty better · ſecured under our government, 
* than under that of their former ſovereigns.“ 


This, he adds, I ſpeak with all the confi- 


dence conviction - inſpires.” How can this be 
reconciled to the apparent ſenſe of Lord Corn- 


wallis' 8 eter, | 


The real meaning of Lord ente! is 
chin, that by the new plan, the natives will 


have that ſort of property in the land, which 


they have not at preſent, nor never had at any 


former period. He is to form a new conſtitution. 


For ſeveral years it was the practice in 
Bengal to make an annual ſettlement of the 
D RE land 
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lands—invariably ſo, during the adminiſtra- 
tion of Mahomed Reza Cawn. The Direc- 
tors, and the Board of controul, in ſpeaking of 
an annual ſettlement, ſay, that it has in ma- 
* ny points been impolitic and prejudicial.” 
They add, For this we impute no blame to 
„ our Governor General, and Council, as 
« your ſentiments on this ſubje& were very 
& wiſely and fairly ſtated tous in your general 
letter of the roth of January, 1 780,” | 


ale man wiſhes more ſincerely than I 6, 
that the adoption of the new plan may produce 


every good conſequence that Lord Cornwallis 
hopes for from it. | | 


His Lordſhip conceives it to be of "oh ut- 


moſt importance, that the principal land- 
holders and traders ſhould be re/tored to ſuch 
_ circumſtances, as to enable them to ſupport 
their families with decency, That a regular 


gradation of ranks may be ſupported, which 
is no where more neceſſary, than in Bengal, 


for preſerving order in civil ſociety, 


I hved many years in Bengal, and ſome of 
them under what was called the country go- 


vernment 


189990 


vernment. Moſt undoubtedly there was then 


a gradation of ranks amongſt the Mahometans, 
which does not exiſt at the preſent day ; but 
the reaſon is obvious; Moorſhedabad was at 
that time the ſeat of government. The Na- 
bob of Bengal had then forty-five lacks of ru- 
pees a-year ; ; Mahomed Riza Cawn had nine 
lacks ; there was a Fouzdar in every diſtrict; 
every revenue office was held by a native. 
Many Mahometans of rank, fince deceaſed, 
had jaghires. The Mahometans are naturally 
fond of pomp and expence, and all the mo- 
ney they received was circulated in the coun- 


try. But I was told, that T could form a 


very faint idea of the ſplendor of the govern- 
ment under the native ſovereigns, from what 
then faw ; yet the maſs of the people were 
at that time juſt as poor as they are now; 
not ſo happy, as Mr. Shore ſays, nor their 
property, whatever it was, ſo well fe- 
curd. 22 


Since that period, a very great and impor- 
tant change has taken place. The ſtipend of 
the Nabob is reduced to ſixteen lacks of ru- 
pees a-year. The government is entirely ad- 

1 admi- 
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( 20 ) 
miniſtered by the Engliſh ; and Calcutta has 
increaſed in ſize and conſequence in a greater 
degree than Moorſhedabad has declined. A 
very long and expenſive war, chiefly ſup- 
ported from Bengal, occaſioned the extraction 
of immenſe ſums in ſpecie. The reſtora- 
tion of peace brought no relief to Bengal. The 
revenues of that kingdom, Bahar, and Be- 
nares, with the amount of the Oude ſubſidy, 
are above five millions ſterling. Her ex- 
pences for army, civil eſtabliſhments, ſti- 
pends, penſions, collections, &c. are about 


three millions; and eighty lacks more, are 
expended for inveſtment. The balance is 
chiefly employed in paying the intereſt of the 


debt in India, in remittances to China, and 


in ſupporting the armies in the Carnatic and 
Leman 


1 believe I, may venture to aMirm, that there 


never was a government under Heaven, that 


has ſubſiſted ſo many years under a ſyſtem 
ſo deſtruQtive; and which has not only ſub- 
ſiſted, but has actually flouriſhed. 


The wiſeſt man who has conſidered the 
. cannot pretend to ſay from what 
ſources 


( 21 
ſources Bengal has been enabled to ſupply the 
immenſe drains of treaſure that it has ſuf», 
tained for the thirty laſt years. Mr. Francis's 
arguments carried this conviction to my mind 
in 1776, that the country eould not go on 
without a change of ſyſtem; yet ſince that 
period, the greateſt exertions have been made 
in Bengal; * and we have the aſſurance of 


Lord Cornwallis, that this nation may de- 
pend upon the continuance of a n of 


more e than two en ſterling eat. 


10 . paragra 255 Lord P, Ani" 


fas; that agriculture and internal commerce. 


have for many years been gradually declin- 


ing ; that except Shroffs and Banians, the in- 


habitants of theſe provinces were advancing 
haſtily to a general ſtate of poverty od 
wretchedneſs. Almoſt every Zemindar is in- 


cluded in this deſcription, which, though 


partly occaſioned by their own indolence Ry 
extravagance, muſt be attributed in a great 


* The ſupplies to Madras and Bombay, fince 1776, 
amount to above ten millions ſterling, and the inveſt- 
ments to Europe 1 in the lame period excced that ſum.” 
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meaſure to the defects of out ee. n, 
e e agg 1 


ren. this: parograph Me, Francis very 


to are, — in point of fact, Lord Corn- 
wallis had done nothing to avert the miſ- 


chief. He raiſed the ſame revenue; He ſent 


the ſame ſupplies to Madras, Bombay, and 
China; He let the lands to farmers, when 
zemindars would not pay what Gove?nment. 
demanded. In ſhort, his Lordſhip in foreign 
and domeſtic poliey followed preciſely the 
fyſtem of his predeceſſor, Sir John Macpher-: 


ſon; who in like manner continued the ſyſ. 


That a great and material change has taken 
place in Bengal fince the Engliſh acquired 
the ſovereignty of that country, I allow: but 


it is a change that was inevitable, as muſt: 
ſtrike every gentleman who has ever beſtowy- 


ed a thought upon the nature of government. 


Bengal is a rich, extenſive, and commer - 
cial kingdom. Europe poured its treaſures 
2 Into 


(( 39* } 
into her lap, in exchange for her manufae. 
_ tures. From the Perſian Gulph and the Red 
Sea ſhe received bullion alſo. From Dehli, 
and the northern parts of Indoſtan, ſhe had a 
return of wealth beyond what ſhe paid in 
tribute to che Mogul. Much of the country 
was granted in jaghire. The jaghiredars 
lived upon their eſtates in a ſtyle beyond 

that of the firſt nobility of Great Britain. 
Such was the ſtare of Bengal in the memory 
of many gentlemen now living; but à few 
years produced a very material alteration. 
The total deſtruction of the Perſian empire 
annihilated her export trade to the Gulphs, 
and cut off one ſource of returning wealth. 
The invaſion of Nadir Shah, the rebellions 
and maſſacres at Dehli, and in the northern 
provinces, deſtroyed another. The acqui- 
ſition of. Bengal by the Engliſh ſtopped the 
exportation of ſpecie from Europe. The ads 
miniſtration of government by the Engliſh 
themſelves prevented that cireulation of trea- 
ſure, which was the conſequence of every 
public office being held by the natives, Un- 
der the government that now exiſts, how 
could hong: be a gradation of ranks? From 


the 


WY „ 

f me earlieſt accounts, of time, there is not an 

iinſtance of a government fo monſiruaus as that 

* of the Engliſh in Bengal I mean, where a 
1 government has been adminiſtered by a few 
| | 1 people for the benefit of a nation at the diſs 
. tance of twelye thouſand miles /rom the pes- 
"it ple governed, In this ſenſe, what Mr. Burke 
| 1 once ſaid is ſtrictly true, that our government 

lh is in its beſt ſtate, a grieyanee. 

| | We raiſe, or at leaſt we hope to raiſe; inf 
| | | England, one million a year beyond our ex- N 
1 pences. This money is laid out in decrea- 
6 | fing our debt, and for the benefit of the na- 


tion. In Bengal we raiſe above two millions 

beyond our expences—do we conſider for a | 
moment about laying out that money for the 

advantage of Bengal ? Certainly not. We 

lay a part of it out in inveſtment, becauſe 

England wants muſlins, We ſend large 

ſums to China, becauſe England wants tea. 

We ſend half a million to Madras and Bom- 

bay, not becauſe it ſignifies a ſtraw 1% Bengal 

in whoſe hands thoſe places are, but becauſe 

their preferyation is thought neceſary for the 
[WH preſervation of the Britiſh interefts in India. 
|| | | With 
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With ſuch drains, continued for ſuch ai fe: 
ries of years, with every channel that for- 
merly ſupplied Bengal with wealth dried up, 
is it extraordinary that the maſs of the peo- 

ple, thoſe who reſide in great towns excepted, 
are adyancing haſtily to poverty and wretch- 
edneſs? The wonder is, that a ff ingle rupet 
; is left in the country. It convinces us, how- 
ever, of this truth, that notwithſtanding the 
reſearches of the wiſeſt men, and the ſoundeſt 
politicians, wealth will find its way into a 
country through channels imperceptible to 
the niceſt Wees ber. We all of us know the 
immenſe ſums that have been ſent from Ben- 
gal in the Britiſh adminiſtration; but none 
o divine from whence i It has received 


a ſupply 3 to anſwer thoſe drains, g 5 
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The next F Nat fas eontidiration is, does 
the plan of a permanent ſettlement bold out a 
fair proſpect of additional relief? Moſt cer- 
tainly it does not. In the firſt place, the 
plan of a ten years ſettlement is not yet 
adopted; and when it ſhall be adopted, it is 
not propoſed to raiſe the rents at all ; there- 
fore to this country 10 advantage will reſult 

; E either 
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Aber om the ten years ſettlement, or cha 


er maten place; ſhould the latter at 1 
time take place. 


* En slihman will agree with Lord 
Cornwallis, that it is our * to govern 
Bengal as well as we can, and to make 
the people as happy as we An. 


To effect this deſirable point, we are now 
going to alter the whole tenure of landed 
property in Bengal; that is to ſay, we are 
going to let the lands for ten years, with a 
declaration to each renter, that if he pays 
his rents regularly, they ſhall be held for 
ever upon the ſame terms, which is in fact, 
giving to Bengal a new conſtitution. It is Yah: 
poſed that by this plan property will be bet- 
ter ſecured, children will be better educated, 


the poor will feel poverty and wretchedneſs 


in a leſs degree than they do now, and that a 
gradation. if ranks, which his Lordſhip fo 
anxiouſly looks for, wil be e eſtabliſhed. ah 


5 LE not believs. it go that 5p any ary 
xangement we may form, we can alter the 
natuße 


CY 
nature of the people of Bengal; ; they ever 
have been, and ever will be, ide into two 
elaſſes, very rich, and miſerably poor; 1 
mean the Hindoos. From the nature of our 
government, we have effectually deſtroyed 
the Mahometan nobility, and country. gentle- 
men; and if we were to re-eſtabliſh them, 
they would ſoon find out how abſurd it was, 
4. that a great kingdom, with regular gradations 
_ of rank in it, and inhabited by eighteen mil- 
lions of people, ſhould be governed by a few 


thouſand men, from a diſtant . of che 
0 globe. 
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Lord Cornwallis looks to a future increaſe 
of wealth from additional duties on the necęſ- 
faries and luxuries of life. In the propriety 
of Mr, Francis's remarks upon this para- 
Genin I Oy concur, 


- 
— 


I 


Al revenues are paid by the maſs of the 

people, and their luxuries in Bengal are rice, 
ſalt, beetle nut, tobacco, and fiſh, with which 
the rivers abound. It were earneſtly to be 
wiſhed that a// internal duties were totally 
aboliſhed ; they are vexatious and oppreſſive h 
. e 
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629) 
in the Higheſt degree. My own opimon' is 


very ſtrongly confirmed: upon this ſubject by 
chat of a gentleman whoſe knowledge, abi- 


lity, and candour cannot be diſputed. He 
fays, in a letter written laſt year that I have 
lately ſeen, For my own. part, ſo perſuaded 


am Jof the difficulty of preventing undue 
ee exattibn in; the collection of duties, from 


6 my experience in this branch of buſineſs, 
10 vrhere my utmoſt attention to à ſingle 
«city did not, I am fatisfied, prevent it, 
and where numerous, unauthorized extor- 


tions had continued, in defiance of repeat- 


ed prohibitions, in the preſence almoſt of 
the Supreme Government, that if no check 
can be eſtabliſhed. to prevent effectually the 
continuance of ſuch impoſitions, and the 


amount realized by Government be not too 
 * conſiderable to be given up, in the preſent 
* exigence of the Company's affairs, I ſhould 


9 nesrtüy hope the whole collection might 
1 be aboliſhed, Ke. Cc. 


1 am b that upon farthher conſidera- 


| tioh, Lord Cornwallis will not look for in- 


creaſe of wealth from cee duties; they 
| "1 muſt 


(29 ) 
muſt from tlie nature of things be always 
oppreſſive in Bengal, and may ſometimes not 
defray the expence of the harpies employed 
in pecan p them. 


＋ 


The great PREY of tebenue 10 Bengal 
ate land, and ſalt. As population increaſes, 
waſte lands will be brought into cultivation, 
and a fair additional revenue will acerue to 
Government. As population increaſes, the 
conſumption of falt will increaſe alſo, and 
Government will acquire an additional reve- 
nue on fair terms. 


In another a Lord Cornwallis's Let- 


ter, he mentions the ſtate and. condition of 
the Province of Benares, in a manner highly 
honourable to the gentleman, who has the 
.entire management of that province. Tho 
lands have lately been let at a reduced jumma 
for three years, and although the city of Be- 
nares has been annually increaſing ſince 
the expulſion of Cheyt Sing, the province 
has materially ſuffered from bad management. 
The Britiſh government has now taken the 
collection of the revenues entirely upon itſelf, 
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and there can be no danger of their falling off 
in future. Of the ſtate of Benares, neither 
Mr. Dundas, nor Mr. Franeis ſaid one word. 


They were equally ſilent as to the ſtate 
and condition of Oude, though the connec- 
tion between that kingdom and our provinces 
is of ſo peculiar a nature. But though I am 
as willing as any man to give Lord Cornwal- 
lis credit, not only for the beſt intentions in 
the world, but for real and ſubſtantial pub- 
lie ſervices, I muſt ſay, that however be- 
neficial the arrangements which he has form- 
ed may be, they are in various inſtances di- 
realy contrary to the voice of this nation, 
proclaimed by its repreſentatives. 


That Mr. Dundas ſhould have been ſilent, 
I am not ſurprized, becauſe he ſtands in the 
curious predicament of having pointedly con- 
demned in one character, that ſyſtem which 
as warmly he has approved in another; but I 
wonder how it happened that Mr. Francis 
miſſed fo glaring an inconſiſtency. 


Mr. 


( 3r ) 
Mr. Dundas ſaid, that after what had haps 
Seed, no Governor General would dare' to 
depart from the ſyſtem of moderation, which 
this country had approved. I have already 
ſhewn, that in Bengal the ſyſtem is preciſely 
the fame as it has been for years. In Be- 
nares, with great propriety, but in dire& vio- 
lation of the rights of the Rajah, Lord Corn- 
wallis has aſſumed the entire government of 
the Zemindary. In Oude he has ſanction- 
ed and rendered permanent, the ſyſtem which 
the Houſe of Commons has condemned, in 
the ſtrongeſt poſſible language. His Lord- 


ſhip has promiſed his protection to Hyder 
Beg Khan, the Miniſter of the ſovereign of 
Oude, as long as he diſcharges his duty to 


his maſter, and pays the ſubſidy to the Com- 
pany with regularity. His Lordſhip has ex- 
preſſed a hope, that no occafion will ever oc- 
cur when he ſhall be obliged'to perform this 
promiſe, but upon the. faithful performance 


of it, if neceſſary, Hyder Beg reſts with the - 


utmoſt confidence. 


Not only has Lord Cornwallis dared to do 


this in defiance of the opinion of the Houſe of 
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the day of Lord Cornwallis's acceſſiou to the 


6 
— but Ia bes had the inagiianintity 
to ſtate it without reſerve. He has ſaid; that 
in his arrangements in Oude, he has nearly 
adhered to the ſyſtem laid down by the former 
Governor General, Mr. Haſtings, or where he 
has made an alteration, it was with a view to 
render that ſyſtem the more permanent. . The 
fact is, that at the preſent moment, and from 


government of Bengal, Hyder Beg Khan 
has been, in effect, the abſolute ſovereign of 
Qude, with the full knowledge, and avowed 
approbation of Mr. Dundas; yet, the lame 
gentleman, as a member of parliament, has 


called Hyder Beg an implacable tyrant ; and 
no jqins in proſecuting Mr. Haſtings before 


che firſt tribunal in the kingdom, for that 


very Syſtem, which Lord Cornwallis takes 


merit for having rendered permanent; and 
Which Mr. Dundas has ſanctioned with His 
wages «I 


I. $ 


'On FR: ſide of 88 1 wel: in vain for 


proof of our moderation, 


f 
1 


. . . * 
8 ; : - wy 
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1 
We have affu med che entire ſovereignty of 
the country, and the Nabob is a pageant, and 
a penſioner, in the receipt of half the ſalary 


that we are bound Te a len wes to Pa N 
him. e For 


reſident, who is ſubje& to the board of reve- 
nue in Calcutta. To Hyder Beg Khan we 


have promiſed protection , provided his ſove- 
reign either from Caprice, or the advice of un- 
worthy favourites, ſhould withdraw his con- 
fidence from him; and we draw a ſubſidy 
from Oude, which defrays one third of the * 
expence of our whole army. Theſe are 


proofs of a firm and vigorous government; 
but to talk of the moderation/of the Ik 


is 60 uſe a a term een 3 


1 


2th the other parts of 1 dia, this Lu" as 
+ has found guts its er- 
fite idea for a Mig time, 
that England could” not exiſt without Ame- 
rica; and after experiding a hundred mil- 


in the caſe of America 
ror. It was the favoy 


| lions of money, and a hundred thouſand 
men, we have diſcovered that we- do better 


ei we geweint FT TER under Aa 


L 


11 | | without it, than with, it, 'and have now only 
iN to lament the loſs. of ſo many lives, and 
i U | 

81.08 the accumulation of ſuch a debt. « wp 


n ws ſuppoſed i in England, that it was 
abſolutely neceſſary to keep a a large military 
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| | force at Bombay; territory upon the conti- 
1 nent was eagerly wiſhed for, as the means of 
ö l | paying that force, and for that purpoſe only; 
| | i internal diſputes arhongſt the Mahrattas gav ve 
1 to the government of Bombay what they 
| 5 thought a fair opening for the acquiſition of 
| dominion—they ſeized it, and the Directors, 
1 | under the guidance of his Majeſty” s miniſters, 
| { approved their meaſures ; ; the ſup eme council „ 


thought otherwiſe, they concluded a peace, 
winch was reprobated at home; the war with 
America brought on a war with France; every 
thinking man ſuppoſed that India would be 
the main object with that reſtleſs nation; the 
war with the Mahrattas re-commenced; Hy- 
derꝰ's invaſion of the Carnatic followed; power- 
ful French a armaments arrived in India; and by 


| great good fortune two conſiderable reinforce- 


e mon 
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AR ments were intercepted near the French ports; 
for three years WE fought 1 in India for our ex- 
iſtence; 
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iMence; at the very criſis of our fate, we ef 
fected a ſeparate peace with the Mahrattas; 4 
ceſſation of hoſtilities with France was the 
happy conſequence of the peace in Europe; 
and the agreement with Tippoo reſtored tran- 
quillity to all India; but did the general re- 
turn of peace, or has any one tranſaction 
ſince, 1 impr efled the native Princes of India 
with an opinion of our moderation? In con- 
cludih g the war we obtained the beſt terms 
we could; and the peace will be preſerved by 
the dread of our arms, and our power; not 
from a conviction of our moderation. Every | 
Prince in India will ſay, if, with an union of 
the four great powers of India, aſſiſted by 
the French, we could not fubdue the Engliſh, 
what can be effected by a ſingle ſovereign; 


1 when France has withdrawn her forces? It 


18 this refleQtion which will Fend Per in 
. 1 


The natives in pw 'Y are not ſo o Kupid, as 
not to know that Mr. Haſtings, to whom Mr. 
Dundas alluded, is nct proſecuted, becauſe he 
wanted moderation. They ſee that the very 
ſame ſyſtem that he eſtabliſhed, is continued 
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( 36 ) 
by Lord Cornwallis, in all its parts. Mr. 


Haſtings is not accuſed of having been the 
author of the Mahratta war; which accele- 
"rated, if it did not cauſe, the invaſion of the 
Carnatic, and was an additional i incitement to 


France to turn her attention and her force 


If ſuch had been the accuſation, though 
it had not been proved, Mr. Dundas might 
with propriety ſay, that no Governor Gene- 
ral would in future dare to depart. from that 
ſyſtem of moderation, which the Sen 


10 enn 18 enn 


5 "ah it was Aff in the Houſe of — — 


mons by Mr. Dundas, that he never knew 
an inſtance of a more flagrant violation of a 
ſolemn treaty, than was committed by the 


ſupreme Council, on the death of Sujah Dow- 


Jah; when the preſent Nabob was compelled 
do alienate a very valuable part of his heredi- 
tary dominions; but the injuſtice of the act 
was loſt in the contemplation of its beneficial 
reer to the 8 and accordingly 


the 


„ 

the majority of the Council.“ received the 
thanks of the Company, for an act which. ſet 
moderation and juſtice at defiance, I know 
that Mr. Dundas moved a reſolution in the 
ſion of the payment of the tribute, 39, the 
Mogul, as violating the conditions, upon 
which we oſtenſibly hold Bengal at the pre- 
ſent moment, but it has never occurred to 
him to offer the leaſt aſſiſtance to that unfor- 
tunate Monarch during the five years that che 
power of India has been in his hands. 


oe SIS To STEPH NW OTST 34S: 4$61442 £5451 3 
In both inſtances, the Engliſh perhaps acted 
according o the rules of ſound: policy, but 
we certainly, gave no preofs of our moderation 
in either tran ſaction, nor will mere-profeſſions 
of moderation, let them come from whar 
quarter they may, obtain the leaſt credit. In 
the two political tran ſactions of Lord Corn- 
wallis's government, he has ſtrictly adhered; 
to the ſyſtem of his predeceſſor; the firſt; 
in his arrangements with the Nabob of Oude; 
the ſecond, in paying Nizam Ally Cawn, the 


Meſſrs. Clavering, Monſon, and Francis. 


Peſhcuſh 
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Pethcuſh for the northern Circats, And wu ; 
demanding the ceſſiori of the guntoor o on tie 
death of Bazalet Jung; it would have been 
ſome proof of our moderation, but a greater 
roof of our imbecility, if we Had forborne 
to make the deniand, or had not determined , 
to etiforce it, proyided Tippoo Sultan, as was 
Fae had "MF: us in e Faun 


n 


91 


5 The fact is is, „ chat we have an n empire in 


India large N to ſatisfy the ambition of 


the proudeſt nation upon earth. I do not be- 
lieve any man entertained an idea of enlarging 
the empire; but ſome additional ſecurity was 
thought neceflary on the weſt of India, to 


counteract the deſigns of the French, when 
Great Britain was overwhelmed by enemies 
m every quarter of the globe. The power of 
of France is no more in India; and as a pro- 
Prietor, I look with ſome anxiety ſor the re- 


ductions that ought to take place in the large 
armies now kept up in the Carnatic, and at 
Bombay. When theſe reductions are made, 


the debt of a may, It n be ee 


(39 ) 


diſcharged in India; and then the annual ne- 
e of nn. in ane 2 
4 LOT: 7:7 2165 10 * 
T an chat. there is a e pdp 
of a complete diſcharge of the Company's! 
purchaſe of all the inveſtment; that can be 
the letter from Lord Cornwallis and his coun- 
eil, of the 12th of March 1789. We 
c have every reaſon, from a view of the ag- 
* oregate amount of the Bengal reſources, 
* compared with the probable diſburſe- 
* ments, to confirm you in the expectation 
„ of drawing from hence a ſurplus revenue 
* of more than two crores of n 


This * 18 ned upon that amis au- 
thority, that cannot well be diſputed. Lord 
Cornwallis, with the advantage of three years | 
reſidence, is of that opinion; ſo are his 
council. The King's miniſters and the direc- 
tors agree in it alſo. But what, in my judge 
ment. is: decifive- upon the queſtion, is this, 


that the receipts. for a number of years back, 
in Bengal, have been ſo equal, as to leave 


very 
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very little doubt of their continuance at the 
fame amount. If there ſhould be a dif- 
ference in future, I am convinced there will 
Os a s bs 4 | 35 f ; 


I das dna cad, ol: has e ta 

does it happen, that with ſuch a 3 
the Company has been reduced to the neceſ- 
ſy of borrowing ſuch large ſums of money 
in England? To thoſe, who for one mo- 


ment will -confider the! ae, "oy cauſes 


are obvious. 0 261 


— as alt . the commutation WT ren- 
dere it neceſſary for the Company to double 
their capital employed in Commerce. 


„ Secondly, it happened u Tadia, 22 in Eng- 


land, that it was impoſſible, previous to the 
concluſion of the war, to know preciſely the 
amount of the military expences at Madras 


and Bombay; and to this it was owing, not 
to intentional deception in the Directors, that 


the accounts preſented to Parliament! in 1 7845 


were fo omar, If defeAtive. 
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The very ſame thing happened in England: 
we never knew the amount of the national 
debt during Lord North's adminiſtration; nor 
until two years after the cloſe of the war. 
Bills have been drawn upon the PireQion 
for above two millions kr hes their eſtimate, 
ſince 1784. 


The third cauſe of the embarraſſed ſtate of 
the Company's affairs at home was, the teſo - 
lution taken by the Directors, in conjunction 
with his Majeſty's Miniſters, to transfer the 
India debt to Great Britain. Above two 
millions have been already ſubſcribed. I ad- 
mit, that at the time the reſolution paſſed, it 
was wiſe and proper; but France having 
withdrawn herſelf from India, and ſo cloſe 
a connection having been formed with Hol- 
land, I think the mn of the. India debt 
may be * abroad. 


Tus fourth cauſe of the EE" iftreſs 
at home was, the conſiderable fums paid to 
Government in the three laſt years, for the 
pay of his r s regiments ſerving in 
Way 
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The fifth cauſe was, the very large and 
expenſive military eſtabliſhments formed for 
Madras and Bombay. However neceflary 
theſe might have been, while an opinion pre- 
vailed, that France would never ſuffer us to 
be at peace in India, that neceſſity, moſt 
happily, exiſts no longer. There can be no 
reaſon now, why Bombay ſhould not be put 
upon the fame eſtabliſhment that exiſted 
twenty years ago, independent of the troops 
propoſed to be ſent to Trayancore, for which 
a ſubſidy equal to their expence is to be paid. 
In this event, ten lacks a- year would be ſuf- 
ficient to make up the expences of Bombay, 
in addition to her own revenue. 


tae: oMadreay aks Aa en n may be re- 
rt ſo as to allow a ſum to be appropri- 
* ated: for an inveſtment, after the payment of 
its expences. Any addition from Bengal 
would then be of real importance, becauſe 
the Madras inveſtment ſells to a Profit in 
Leadenhall Street. 


There N one material conſideration which 
1 truſt neither the Houſe of Commons as a 
N body, 
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body, nor the individual members of it, will 
loſe fight of, when they are deliberating; 
upon the embarraſſed ſtate of the Company's. 
affairs in En gland. It is this, that the em- 
barraſſment is the effect of the war in India; 
and the war in India was brought upon the 
Company by the meaſures propoſed by the 
Miniſter, and adopted by Parliament. 


Mr. Fox's arguments upon this ſubject re- 


main to the preſent day unanſwered, and they 


are unanſwerable. Two years prior to the 
commencement of hoſtilities with France, 


he foretold a war with that nation as the ine- 
vitable conſequence of the protraction of the 
American conteſt; and war with France, he 
truly faid, would involve us in every quarter 


of the globe. It is of no moment now to 


inquire, whether in the commencement of 
the ſecond Mahratta war we imputed ſchemes 


to France which at that time ſhe had not en- 
tertained. The information came from the 


firſt authority, and the Government of Ben- 


gal would have been deemed criminal if ſuch 


information had been ſlighhted. Beware of g 


* the dogs of the French“ was the conſtant 
0 2 adyice 
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advice of the Directots to their ſervants In 
India, and France probably owes her preſettt 
ruiti to the prodigious exertions which ſhe 
made in the late war; in order to wreft India 
from Great Britain. To counteract ſuch ex- 
ertions, and to break the general confederacy 
formed againſt us; required great experices 
on our part; but if we conſider for one mo- 
ment the relative ſtate of Great Britain and 
Bengal, the embürruffments of the latter will 
un to n, 


We elected a NEV in 1 a by acknow- 
ledging the independence of Ameriea, by the 
ceffion of ſome Weſt-India iſfands to France, 
by giving up the Floridas and Minorca to 
Spaiu, and by allowing the French a footing 
in India, to which they were not entitled by 
their fucceſſes in that quarter of the globe. 
For three years after the peace we were bor- 
rowing money, and immpofing new taxes, in 
order to defray the expences of the War, and 
we do ubled the national debt. 


SF 


In Bengal, which furniithed fack immenſe 
ſupplies for the ſupport of the war, without the 


umpo- 


(4) 
impoſition of one additional tax, (and taxes 
there upon an European ſyſtem are ufi- 
known) we have a ſurplus of mote than two 
millions ſterling a-year. The debt of India 
had long ago been paid off if this ſurplus had 


been appropriated to that purpoſe ;- but a con- 
viction of the immenſe importance of India 


to Great Britain, and the recolleQtion of the 
efforts which France made in the late war to 
deprive us of it, induced the King's Miniſters 
to guard us effectually againſt heir future 
attempts; and they fixed the military eſta- 


bliſhments ſo high, as not only te abſorb, all 


the favings that were made in tho civil 
and revenue departments, but to require in 
addition the remittance of conſiderable ſums, 
from Beng al to Madras, and Bombay. | 


Abt 6 of the @v9- 
nomical arrangements of the Board of Con- 
_ rroul, T fancy 1 ſhall hardly obtain credit 


for the following ſtatement ; but I will refer 


my readers to authorities that cannot miſlead 


. : 


The 


* * 0 2 — E Bo CERES . 
. we CH aut 


ape: on arr nt on on 


rr 
— Rr__— —_—_— CNT — — 


LS 


— 2s, = 22% 
— 9 — ua. 


} 
it 
"4+ þ 
19. 
1 
; 1 
þ 4 : 
F, 1 
5 
I; N 
Hd | 
10 7 . 
15 $19. | 
n 
n 
| "BY =Y 
: 10 
) 


* 


e 


ö =” , 2 
— Ky = 
GEE 9 


— « . — >, : b +9545 WL 

— — _ - — % — — = or 2 . . 2 5 . * od — * 

— I rr . 2 en. oe 7 
þ rf een r : "> - Ny + 


(46) 
Ihe total experices of India. the yea? pre- 
ceding the late war, that is, from April 1777 
_ ee amounted to 3.38777. 


The coral expences of India for nes 
£55953:997+ | 


FIT 


7 Bd taken 8 firft Wesen i papers 
publiſhed 1 in the Sixth Report of the Secret 
Committee, (Mr. Dundas's) and the latter 
from the papers preſented this year to the 
Houſe of Commons on the motion of Mr: 


Dundas. When I ſpeak of India, I mean 


Bengal, Fort St. George, and Bombay. ery 
Should there be any inaccuracy, it is too tri- 
fling to be worth notice, and admitting that 


the whole expence attending the Collections iti 
Bengal in the firſt period is not included, I can 


fafely affirm, that after all the boaſted reduc- 


tions, the expences of 1788-9, when we have 


not the moſt diſtant proſpectof war, exceed the 
expences of 1777-8, when a war was inevita- 


ble; above one million five hundred thouſand 


PRs, and of this ſum fix hundred and 
I | ſeventy : 


| \ 


( 49 ) 
ſeventy thouſand eight hundred and ſixty- 
one pounds is the exceſs of expence at Madras 
and Bombay laſt year, beyond the eſtabliſh- 


ments of 1 777-8. Theſe are the eſtabliſh- 
ments to be reformed ; but the revenues and 
reſources. of Bengal have increaſed in a pro- 
portion infinitely beyond the expences in- 
curred, nor do I conceive that they can be 


reduced below their preſent ſtandard, 


A. dread of French power and French in- 
trigues induced us to ſend four regiments to 
Jadia two- years ago: both are now at an 

end; it follows, of courſe, that reduQtions 
to a very conſiderable amount may ſafely be 
ordered. In cloſe alliance with Holland, and 
the conteſt given up by France, what can 
Great Britain have to fear in India? 


"TIN very . reductions take 
place at Madras and Bombay, and unleſs the 
debt of India bg paid in India, Mr. Dundas 
may come forward annually to the Houſe of 
Commons with the ſame flattering accounts 
of the Bengal ſurplus ; but he will have alſo 
60 preſent each year a petition from the Di- 


rectors, 
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rive from India, will be, 


kronage to his Majeſty's Miniſters, 
Pirectors of the Eaſt India 
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reors, praying further aſſiſtance f 

* e rer aniatice Nom Pa 
liament; and the only advantage we thall 14 | 
TINY un V that while we re⸗ 
tam it, it will be a fruitful. ſource of pa- 
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